
 

 

Modern Japan Technology and Industry Working Group 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to announce the formation of an international working group on technology and 
industry in the history of modern Japan. Our objective is to organize a series of meetings and 
workshops in the United States, France, and Japan between 2015 and 2017 to examine recent and 
emerging work on Meiji industrialization and discuss the role of technology in this process. Potential 
topics include: the role of engineers and engineering in the making of an industrial Japan; notions of 
success and failure in Meiji industrialization; notions of technology transfer and appropriation in 
specific industries; craft and artisanal traditions in the industrial setting; and the environmental 
footprint of Japan's industrialization.  
 
Eminent sign of Japan's assent to modernity for some, source of social and environmental 
destruction for others, Japan's transformation from an agrarian economy to an industrialized nation-
state was subject to methodologically-diverse approaches across different sub-disciplines such as 
economic, environmental, business, and technology history. While tensions exist between different 
approaches, the goal of this group is to bring together scholars using different methods and sources 
to study aspects of Meiji industry in order to review together relevant scholarship in different sub-
disciplines, to discuss sources and methodology, and to identify key research themes for further 
collaboration.  
 
The long-term objective of the group is to develop an international collaborative network to develop 
and pursue a collaborative research agenda, foster a capacity to develop new research tools and 
cultivate work in progress through publication.  
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