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This workshop seeks to examine the transformation of the professional elites which took place in 
Japan between the mid-nineteenth century and the onset of Word War II. In particular, it will focus 
on the dynamics between established and emerging groups in terms of their social and professional 
practices. After introductory reflections on the notion of the elite in the context of East Asia, the 
workshop will turn to specific aspects of elite renewal in this period. Our investigation will revolves 
around following questions: Who are the middling elites in modern Japan? What are their social 
backgrounds and career paths & patterns? Which professional groups are reconfiguring into elites? 
How do traditional elites adapt and restructure in the modern era? What strategies do emerging 
professional elites deploy in negotiating their social position with the established ones? 
 
Continuing a long line of inquiry regarding the social status construction in Japanese society, the 
workshop will examine both traditional elites (translators and medical experts) and the emerging 
groups (architects and technical experts). Hence, we propose to study the evolution of the social 
practices of the established elites and the emergence of new professional categories through their 
struggle for social and professional recognition. 
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